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INDIAN ART OF HISTORY

Artist Jamini Roy

Jamini Roy (11 April 1887 — 24 April 1972) was an Indian
painter. He was honoured with the State award of Padma
Bhushan in 1955. He was one of the most famous pupils

of Abanindranath Tagore, whose artistic originality and
conftribution fo the emergence of modern art in India
remains unquestionable.

Jamini Roy painting - Manasa (The Snake Goddess)



e, l - —ana
=
B A AN T S T )
o < .f._o - --_0/‘\-,\’../'\./ -/'\a/\o/\-/\f/\'/ "._:.
— A e e ,,_>___ N ————

—

-

F
-~ - )
.

— : a— .- | —— : o
T A3 oM e Ly > Lo
% . Zidas SIS

Jamini Roy painting - Boating

Roy began his career as a commissioned portrait painfer.
Somewhat abruptly in the early 1920s, he gave up
commissioned portraif painting in an efforf to discover his
own.

Roy changed style from his academic Western training
and featured a new style based on Bengali folk traditions.
Roy is also described as an art machine because he
produced 20,000 paintings in his lifetime which is abouft 10
paintings daily but made sure his artistic aims remained
the same. He always targeted fo the ordinary middle class
as the upholder of art however he was thronged by the
rich. Keeping his respect fo the middle class reflected on
his critical views;: he believed that ordinary people were
more important than governments because they were the
voice of his art.

His underlying quest was threefold: fo capture the essence
of simplicity embodied in the life of the folk people; to
make art accessible to a wider section of people; and fo
give Indian art its own identity. Jamini Roy’s paintings
were puf on exhibition for the first time in the British India
Street of Calcutta (Kolkata) in 193s. During the 1940s, his



popularity touched new highs, with the Bengali middle
class and the European community becoming his main
clientele. In 1946, his work was exhibited in London and in
1953, in the New York City. He was awarded the Padma
Bhushan in 1954. His work has been exhibited extensively
in international exhibitions and can be found in many
private and public collections such as the Victoria and
Albert Museum, London. He spent most of his life living
and working in Calcutta. Initially he experimented with
Kalighat paintings but found that it has ceased fo be
strictly a “patva” and went fo learn from village patuas.
Consequently, his techniques as well as subject matter was
inflvenced by traditional art of Bengal.

He preferred himself fo be called a patuva. Jamini Roy died
in 1972. He was survived by four sons and a daughfter.
Currently his successors (daughters-in-law and grand
children and their children) stay at the home he had builf
in Ballygunge Place. Kolkata. His works can be found in
various museums and galleries across the globe
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